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FAMOUS AND IN-FAMOUS PEOPLE
OF OLD NEWARK

HEN MARGOT ASQUITH asked the ad-

6%&) vice of Sir John Morley about her now
famous “"Diary”’, he rephed, “Be witty,
Margot, and be indiscreet.”

Not so long ago one of our banner club-women
came to me enthusiastically. The clubs had decided
that a history of Old Newark should be written and
I was delegated to that delicate task.

I was flattered but thunder-struck. I had, then,
become one of the latest, if not the Last Leaf, on the
tree. But, when the request was revised and I was
asked to give a talk on the Famous People of New-
ark, my heart failed me. Not that Newark has not
its quota of celebrities, but that it deflected me from
the thing that had so lured me, a discursive haphaz-
ard putting down of things remembered about the
old days, many gleaned in the chimney corner
when I was at an age to be seen and not heard.

But droll Margaret Buckingham suggested the
solution. I should give a talk on Newark’'s famous
and in-famous people. I wish I might project the
old atmosphere so that all the charm and fascination
of those old stories you might feel with me as I sat
in my chair by the fireside listening to the tales of a
very lively family and its familiars. They remem-
bered when the Public Square was a great frogpond
where bullfrogs piped o‘evenings on the exact spot
where our Buckeye Band holds forth, on summer
nights.

Where the “Black Horse Tavern” stood on the
site of the Carroll Block on the east side of the square,
with its huge rusty sign of a black horse creaking in
the wind. :
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